
Patriotic Sunday Sermon, May 17, 2020 

Psalm 67 (NIV) 

 

O beautiful for halcyon skies, 

For amber waves of grain, 

For purple mountain majesties 

Above the enameled plain! 

America! America! 

God shed His grace on thee, 

Till souls wax fair as earth and air 

And music-hearted sea! 

Do those words sound familiar and yet very different from what you are used to?  

Those are the words of the original first verse to America the Beautiful, first 

penned by Katherine Lee Bates on the pinnacle of Pike’s Peak back in 1893 at the 

age of 33.  Bates, an English Professor at Wellesley College had taken a train tip to 

Colorodo Springs, CO to teach a short session at Colorado College.  Titled 

“America” for publication, it was published in a church periodical entitled “The 

Congregationalist” in 1895.  From their it would be paired with a tune from 

Samuel Ward of Neward, NJ called “O Mother Dear Jerusalem”, and the rest is 

history.   

 

This hymn captures the interplay throughout our history of God and country… of 

how we love our maker and Creator as we seek God’s blessings upon this great 

country and its people continually. 

 

No where is this more evident than in the soldiers who have fought for us 

throughout our history.  I am reminded of my grandfather, Francis, who was a 

Prisoner of War who was Missing in Action in World War II.  He fought for his 

country, but his belief in God was what pulled him through. 

 

PAUSE 

 

Psalm 67 

 
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us 

    and make his face shine on us—[b] 
2 so that your ways may be known on earth, 

    your salvation among all nations. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+67&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14895b


3 May the peoples praise you, God; 

    may all the peoples praise you. 
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

    for you rule the peoples with equity 

    and guide the nations of the earth. 
5 May the peoples praise you, God; 

    may all the peoples praise you. 
6 The land yields its harvest; 

    God, our God, blesses us. 
7 May God bless us still, 

    so that all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

 

 

Although this is a short psalm, it is an important one. Those who wrote the liturgy 

for the Church of England appointed this psalm to be read in every worship 

service. The psalm reflects the blessing that the Old Testament priests were to 

pronounce on Israel  as found in Num. 6:24-26, “The Lord bless you, and keep 

you; the Lord make His face shine on you, and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up 

His countenance on you, and give you peace.”  If this sounds familiar, this is the 

benediction that I use every Sunday in worship, and a big part of the reason I write 

“Blessings” as my closing salutation in every letter. 

 

Psalm 67 is rooted in God’s covenant promise to Abraham in Gen. 12:2-3, “And I 

will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your name great; and 

so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who 

curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.” 

 

Psalm 67 is also the Old Testament expression of Jesus’ instruction to us, that we 

are to pray as found in Matt. 6:10, “Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven.” Although Paul does not specifically cite Psalm 67, he cites 

other similar Scriptures to justify his calling to preach to the Gentiles in Rom. 

15:9-12.  

 

The theme of Psalm 67 is a major theme of the Bible: We should seek God’s 

blessing so that our gladness in God will spread to all the nations. 

 

Psalm 67 is repetitious in nature, means that there is a some values are 

reemphasized again and again, to highlight a phrase’s level of importance; verses 1 

& 2 are parallel to verses 6 & 7. The opening two verses are a prayer seeking 

God’s blessing. The conclusion is a prophetic fulfillment of that prayer. Verses 3 & 



5 are identical prayers for all the peoples to praise God. Verse 4, the middle verse 

of the Psalm, is a prayer for the gladness of the nations in God as they submit to 

His righteous rule and sovereign guidance.  

 

PAUSE 

 

I see two great challenges that come directly from Psalm 67.  

 

First, as v. 1, 2, 6, 7 focus on inviting God’s blessing into our midst, we should be 

a people who seek God blessing.  While we all would quickly say that we want 

God’s blessing, it is not automatic. We must diligently seek it. 

 

The Prayer of Jabez is a very short prayer for God’s blessing found in 1 Chronicles 

4:10, “10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would bless me and 

enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm so that I 

will be free from pain.” And God granted his request.” 

 

AND GOD GRANTED HIS REQUEST.  We should keep it simple as we cry out 

to God with our needs.  If done in faith and as we allow for His answer and not 

necessarily what we want as an answer, He will grant our request. 

 

I am reminded of the prayers lifted up before and after high school football games.  

While there can only be one winner, I’ve always admired high school football 

teams through the years who have prayed for God’s will to be done.  They pray for 

God’s providence to be with them as they play and then trust that God will grant 

their request even if they do not emerge victorious in human terms.  They round 

back up after the game on the 50 yard line to thank God for being able to play and 

asking for God’s continual blessing as they move through the following days. 

 

When the entire nation of Israel was terrified at the thought of fighting Goliath, 

what did David do?  In 1 Samuel 17 beginning in v. 45, David says to Goliath, 

“You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in 

the name of the Lord Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have 

defied. 46 This day the Lord will deliver you into my hands, … 47 All those gathered 

here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the Lord saves; for the battle is 

the Lord’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 

 

And you know the rest of the story.  The Lord delivered Goliath and the Philistines 

into the hands of the Nation of Israel.  The victory wasn’t won by the sword or the 

spear.  It was won by David’s faith in God. 



 

For me and you today, it is a reminder that instead of going into battle alone, or 

with the wrong equipment, we simply need to have God on our side and the victory 

will already be won.   

 

My granddaddy was in a prisoner of war camp but he was a winner because his 

faith saw him through.  He persevered.  Football players may not win the game, 

but they are winners every step of the way if they are guided by something even 

larger than winning the game.  David knew Goliath was big, but he was no match 

for God.  Do you ever feel like that?  That you face an obstacle so big or 

impossible that it seems there is no blessing that can be had or no way to win?!  

Sure, all of feel that way from time to time.   It is in every time, as we give it to 

God, that we can know that God’s blessing will be ours and the victory is already 

won. 

 

PAUSE 

 

The second big idea for today is this: God never intended us to be so individualistic 

as a people or as a nation.  Bobby Bowden, the famed football coach at Florida 

State, once stood up at a FCA banquet and said, “I believe the story of America is 

that we are a Christian nation.”  In recent times, it would seem that we’ve drifted 

away from many of those core values.   

 

In the Old Testament the people did not conceive of individualism as we 

understand it in today’s world.  Everything came from a place of “group think”.  

As a group, they chose to be disobedient to the will of God and as a group they 

were scattered during the Babylonian captivity.  As a group they were restored.  

That’s why v. 4 is so appropriate: 

 
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, 

    for you rule the peoples with equity 

    and guide the nations of the earth. 

 

A nation was about more than politics.  A nation was a group of individuals who 

only understood their value in terms of their contribution to the larger whole.  

 

Armies that are most successful are comprised of whole units.  The individual is 

important only as they are a of the entire battalion or squadron. 

 



Churches that are most successful understand this concept.  The people contribute 

to the larger whole purpose of making disciples of Jesus Christ.  When they row in 

harmony with a single mindset, there is not limit to what can be accomplished. 

 

People groups who are most connected share common values.  In Ireland, a mostly 

pagan nation until St. Patrick, came to faith because of people groups who were 

willing to share their faith with other people groups.  America became a largely 

Christian nation in its early years because a large group of Christian immigrants 

from Europe brought their faith with them and shared it with those in the new 

world.   

 

I believe that what is missing in today’s world is a boldness and vitality from 

Christians who are willing to continue to share their faith, even in the face of a 

world that is becoming more individualistic every day.  It does not mean that we 

cannot appreciate the unique worth of every person, but it does mean that when it 

comes to knowing Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, knowing and sharing Jesus is 

the most important value we have in the all the world, and we want to 

communicate our individual love and faith in Jesus in every possible way we can.  

I admire those who still pray before government meetings.  I love it when I see 

public figures who unashamedly share their faith not only through the words that 

they use, but also through the actions that they portray.   

 

While it may be debatable about whether America is still a Christian nation in the 

present day, I believe that a Christian nation does exist.  After all, if there is the 

Eagle Nation, Bulldog Nation, Seminole Nation, and thousands of other “nations” 

within the US, why can’t Christianity ever be an ever-expanding Christian nation 

whose goal is become synonymous yet again with being an American?  I would 

love to see the day when all Americans are Christian!  And, that starts with us 

making disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of our nation and world.   

 

PAUSE 

 

John Quincy Adams once said, “Is it not that in the chain of human events, the 

birthday of the nation is indissolubly linked with the birthday of the Savior? – that 

it forms a leading event in the progress of the Gospel dispensation? Is it not that 

the Declaration of Independence first organized the social compact on the 

foundation of the Redeemer’s mission upon earth? – that it laid the cornerstone of 

human government upon the first precepts of Christianity?” 

 



In this quote from John Quincy Adams’ 4th of July address, Adams is speaking to 

the fact that the United States is the only nation in history established by mostly 

Christian people, founded upon Biblical Natural Law principles and dedicated to 

the purpose of religious and personal liberty and equal justice under the law for all 

men and women. This truth is observed within America’s earliest history. 

 

Patrick Henry, another founding father and friend of the faith once said, “[T]he 

great pillars of all government and of social life: I mean virtue, morality, and 

religion. This is the armor, my friend, and this alone, that renders us invincible.” 

 

While most of us remember Patrick Henry for seven little words, “Give me liberty, 

or give me death!,” Henry was quoting the wisdom of Proverbs 14. His speeches 

and correspondence were lined in Scripture. He knew that righteousness alone 

could exalt America, but he also knew that righteousness doesn’t come naturally to 

people. Aware of this, Henry and the other founding fathers sought a new way to 

govern.  

 

And then there is GW, George Washington himself, who once said, “While we are 

zealously performing the duties of good citizens and soldiers, we certainly ought 

not to be inattentive to the higher duties of religion. To the distinguished character 

of Patriot, it should be our highest glory to add the more distinguished character of 

Christian.” 

 

This is the statement Washington made in his address to the Continental Army 

before the Battle of Long Island on August 27, 1776. During the course of the war, 

Washington’s faith helped sustain his troops. He hoped and trusted “that every 

officer and man will endeavor and act as becomes a Christian soldier, defending 

the dearest rights and liberties of our country.” 

 

PAUSE 

 

Today is a day to celebrate the blessings of God in our lives as we invite God to be 

in with our elected officials and civic leaders.  We ask for God to continue to bless 

America, as he continues to be with our churches… especially in our times of 

difficulty.  Right now, the church may be experiencing a great realignment as a 

result of corona.  Even so, as we trust in God and believe in God, both as the 

Church and as a nation, God will always bless us and see us through.   

 

God Bless America! 

 



In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, AMEN. 


