
Rev. Barry Giddens 
You Cannot Out Give God! 
Malachi 3:10 (NIV) 
 
I grew up in church, and my family rarely missed a Sunday. I don’t remember 
much about the sermons that were preached, but I do remember feeling nervous 
when the preacher talked about the big word Stewardship.  In fact, I think everyone 
felt nervous on that one Sunday a year… the preacher and those in the pew 
included. 

The common phrases that I remember hearing from the pulpit included: 

1) This is the one Sunday a year I will say anything about money.  
2) I know you get nervous when we start talking about your money. 

Later, I think I began to realize why talking about it in the church can be such a 
problem.  As I have now made thousands of visits with the sick and shut ins, I’ve 
heard more than one person say to me, “This is the first time anybody has ever 
come from the church for any other reason than to ask me for money.”  The first 
time someone said that to me, I got back into my car and cried.  First, I cried 
because I was there for no other reason than to love on a dear soul of God and to be 
Jesus to the in their moment of need.  Second, I cried because some of those who 
came before me did a disservice to the church by making a visit for no other reason 
than their church was in a financial crisis.  Sadly, you probably know a church 
where this has happened. 

Thankfully, in my mid-20s I was exposed to some outstanding teaching about the 
biblical perspective on stewardship. My first encounter came with Dave Ramsey 
and Financial Peace U.  It changed the trajectory of my life. Things I had never 
seen before jumped out at me. I discovered that the Bible speaks about money and 
possessions more than any other topic except love. Jesus talked often and openly 
about our relationship with money. 

I’ve come to realize several key truths about stewardship that are above and 
beyond the usual Malachi 3:10 passage that says, 10 Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says 
the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and 
pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” 



While Malachi 3:10 is a bedrock Scripture for why we give to the Kingdom of God 
and indeed we are encouraged to give a 10th of all we have to the Kingdom of God 
in order to experience the true blessings of almighty God, there is even more to 
teach about Biblical Stewardship.  I’d like to share several of these insights with 
you today.  

First, “Generosity” and “giving” hopefully come together, but not always. 

Generosity involves a willingness to sacrifice for the benefit of others. Giving is 
merely the act of releasing something of value. As illustrated by the Pharisees, 
giving can be done without generosity, but you cannot be generous without giving. 
However, generosity is only one characteristic of a biblical steward. A steward’s 
primary responsibility is to embrace the principle of generosity as we know that 
even more will come from God as we graciously give. Think about the Parable of 
the Talents in Matthew 25:14–28.   

The man who went on a journey gave bags of gold to each servant, based on their 
ability.  The one who received five bags multiplied it into five more.  The one who 
received two bags multiplied it into two more.  The one who received one bag took 
it and buried it in the ground and gave it back to the master when he returned from 
his journey. 
In Matthew 25:26 the master replies,  “‘You wicked, lazy servant! So you knew that I harvest 
where I have not sown and gather where I have not scattered seed? 27 Well then, 
you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I 
returned I would have received it back with interest.”   

He took the one bag and gave it to the servant who had ten. 

Isn’t it interesting that the servant who ended up with 10 got another?  That should 
be a reminder to us that as we give a tenth, God blesses us with even more as well.  
The key to the whole thing is this: It’s not ours to begin with!  It’s all God’s.  
We’re entrusted with God’s resources because he loves us.  He wants us to manage 
his resources well until that day that we are reunited with Him in glory. 

When we first started giving to God’s Kingdom as a married couple, Erin and I had 
to step up to the plate with over $1000 a month.  I said to her, “That’s a lot of 
money!”  She said back rather frankly, “Okay PREACHER!”  Ever since then 
we’ve made a commitment to give 10% to God’s Kingdom each month.  The math 
doesn’t always seem to work out on paper, but as we do, we have even more to 
give.  Now, I tithe on my salary and she on hers, which puts us as a couple in the 



$1000 per month category.  I tell you this today not to brag, but rather to say to you 
that Erin and I will never ask you to go anywhere in your faith journey that we are 
not first willing to go.   

Second, willing stewardship is always for our benefit. 

When I communicate to people about money, I guide others to understand that God 
wants something for them, not something from them. If teaching on money is only 
about giving to the church, people will check their phones, and we’ll miss a great 
opportunity for growth. 

Between 25 and 50 percent of church attenders give nothing or next to nothing. 
This is not a financial problem but rather more emblematic of a spiritual one. God 
is a giver. Our willingness to give reveals our relationship to God.  In 2 Corinthians 
9:6-7, Paul tells the church of Corinth, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must 
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God 
loves a cheerful giver.” 

Examples of sowing sparingly can be found throughout Scripture, but two of the 
most potent are found in Genesis with Cain and Abel and Luke 12 with the rich 
farmer. 

Genesis 4:2 begins the story of Cain and Abel, “Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain 
worked the soil. 3 In the course of time Cain brought some of the fruits of the soil 
as an offering to the Lord. 4 And Abel also brought an offering—fat portions from 
some of the firstborn of his flock. The Lord looked with favor on Abel and his 
offering, 5 but on Cain and his offering he did not look with favor. So Cain was 
very angry, and his face was downcast. 
6 Then the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If 
you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, 
sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must rule over it.” 
8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let’s go out to the field.”[d] While they were 
in the field, Cain attacked his brother Abel and killed him. 

Abel brought the firstborn of his flock while Cain brought some of the fruits.  God 
blessed Abel.  Cain became jealous.  The rest is history.  It all had its root in Cain’s 
holding back from God.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-88d


In Luke 12:15–21, we see a rich farmer blessed with an abundant crop. He gives no 
credit to God, nor does he give thought to being a steward. He thinks only about 
himself. Jesus calls him a fool, not because he had great possessions, but because 
his possessions had him.  His only thought was to build an even bigger barn to hold 
all of his stuff.  God says to him in v. 20, “20 …This very night your life will be 
demanded from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’”  
As Erin likes to say, “There’s no luggage rack on top of the hearse!” 

In both cases, a heart that was unwilling to generously give to God became the root 
of spiritual blindness. 

On the other hand, giving generously benefits everyone. 

The Acts 2 church provides an encouraging contrast to the church in Laodicea. In 
Acts 2:42–47, the early church lives out a culture of stewardship. Verse 45 says, 
“They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.” This first-
century church is a beautiful picture of generosity in action, even in their scarcity.  
It reminds me of Dublin First Methodist’s first strategic priority which is to serve 
our community… not for the sake of just serving, but because out of our generosity 
and giving others will come to know Jesus Christ as well. 

Third, stewardship is about hearts, not causes. 

We live in a world fraught with causes to support. Yet the point of stewardship 
isn’t about causes, important as they may be. Jesus surprised his disciples with this 
very principle. The story of Mary and the expensive perfume in Mark 14:3–9 is 
one example. During a visit to the home of Simon the Leper, a woman emerges 
with a year’s wages worth of precious perfume and pours it on Jesus. Some of the 
disciples grumbled, imagining all it could have accomplished for the poor. But 
Jesus wanted to focus their attention on the heart of the giver. This woman showed 
her deep love for Jesus through the use of her resources. The disciples missed the 
point. When we make God our highest priority, our desire is to honor him. This 
releases a spirit of love, which releases resources to meet real needs. 

Fourth, we need more teaching about money, not less. 

When I became a pastor, I was shocked to discover how much people were 
struggling financially. Money is an emotional topic, so people want to hide their 
financial struggles. They often feel they are not in a position to be generous. Many 
folks have so much debt that even if they wanted to give, they could not.  It’s not 
for a lack of desire that they avoid giving, it’s because of life’s choices.   



Avoiding the topic of money only deepens the problem. The church should be a 
place where we help people to address their financial health and find support for 
their situation, no matter how dire it may be. 

The church should be the place that teaches people how to organize their finances 
and manage their money. In Luke 10, the Good Samaritan not only gave of 
himself, but he was also a good steward. He saved money in advance for an 
unknown and unforeseen need. Because he was a saver, he had a surplus from 
which to express his generosity to the wounded traveler.  This is hard when we 
make snap decisions and ultra-quick-big-ticket-item purchases.  The smartest 
advice that someone ever gave to me is this: Wait two days and see if you still 
want it.  Often, the desire of the moment has worn off and I begin to wonder why I 
ever had such a desire for whatever it was in the first place! 

I’ve made available on the Dublin Facebook page a post of several resources you 
can dig into in order to educate yourself about Biblical Stewardship.  Take 
advantage of these and allow them to become a launching point for your education 
on finances as they relate to God. 

Fifth, our relationship with money directly impacts our relationship with God. 

Stewardship should be less about finances and more about growing as disciples. 
Stewardship is discipleship.  Let me say that again: Stewardship is discipleship. 

In Matthew 6:24, Jesus says it is impossible to serve two masters. There is not 
enough capacity in our hearts or lives to keep both at the top. 

In one of the saddest passages in Scripture, we experience a conversation between 
Jesus and a rich young ruler. In Luke 18, the intelligent and influential man asks 
Jesus what he must do to gain eternal life. Jesus engages him in conversation and 
learns that the man believes he has kept the commandments from an early age. 
Knowing the one thing holding the young ruler back, Jesus asks him to part with 
his wealth and follow. When confronted with prioritizing Jesus or his wealth, the 
rich young man chooses his wealth. 

As we discussed last week in coveting one’s oxen or donkeys as found in the Ten 
Commandments, perhaps he was more in love with his oxen or donkeys (or 
conversely his neighbor’s oxen or donkeys) than he was with God! 

The stakes are high. While the Scriptures are not at all against wealth and we are 
given 90% to use as we would like, God wants us to give him the tithe or the tenth.  



I think it’s because God knows that how we use the 10th reveals the condition of 
our hearts as we spend the other 90%.  

PAUSE 

My mother has a reputation for telling lots of stories.  She comes by it honestly 
from her side of the family.  One day she told me a story about my grandfather and 
grandmother and how they frequently got audited by the IRS.  Considering that tax 
time is just around the corner, perhaps it’s appropriate!  The reason they got 
audited so much was because they couldn’t believe that they could give that much 
of their income to the church!  But they did and did so because they lived by the 
Malachi 3:10 principle, even when others did not get why they would do so!  
Again, Malachi 3:10 says, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I 
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that 
there will not be room enough to store it.” 

I’ve discovered that I can live better on 90% of my income than I can on 100%.  
It’s amazing how that works!   

I would like to invite you today to put God to the test.  See if He will not open the 
storehouses of blessing as you give hopefully not only that which is required, but 
above and beyond.   

Start by stepping up to the plate.  If you do not give at all, begin with 3% or maybe 
5% of your yearly income.  I encourage us all to take one step in our giving, no 
matter what we currently give.  Look at the step ladder worksheet and find where 
you currently are on the sheet.  Again, take one step up!  Put Got to the test.  The 
Church is not a building or a steeple.  The Church is all of the people. 

Pray for God to give you the next steps he wants you to take.  We are providing 
you with a pledge card today.  Take this pledge card and return it to the church 
when able.  It will serve as a reminder of your commitment to God and give you an 
opportunity to make it confidentially official.  Only the financial secretary will see 
it, but the things that we write down are the things we are more likely to 
accomplish. 

So one more time, Malachi 3:10, “Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see 
if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.” 



PAUSE 

Communion 

PAUSE 

Connection Cards 

  



----------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Our goal at Dublin First UMC is to build a healthy stewardship culture. We want 
you to grow closer to God, and for our congregation to experience increased 
spiritual vitality as together we unleash greater resources for kingdom impact. 

8 Resources to go Deeper Into Family and Church Stewardship 

• Ramsey Solutions: www.DaveRamsey.com 

• Compass—Finances God’s Way: www.Compass1.org 

• Crown Financial Ministries: www.Crown.org 

• Generous Giving: www.GenerousGiving.org 

• Good Sense Movement: www.GoodSenseMovement.org 

• Ron Blue’s Resources: www.Lifeway.com/GodOwnsItAll 

• I Like Giving: www.ILikeGiving.com 

• Christian Stewardship Network: www.ChristianStewardshipNetwork.com 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
--------------- 

http://www.daveramsey.com/
http://www.compass1.org/
http://www.crown.org/
http://www.generousgiving.org/
http://www.goodsensemovement.org/
http://www.lifeway.com/GodOwnsItAll
http://www.ilikegiving.com/
http://www.christianstewardshipnetwork.com/

